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STATEMENT BY FMCS DIRECTOR GEORGE H. COHEN ON NBA LABOR TALKS 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Director George H. 
Cohen issued the following statement today on the ongoing labor negotiations between the 
National Basketball Association and the National Basketball Players Association. 
 
“For a number of months I have participated in separate, informal, off-the-record discussions 
with the principals representing the NBA and the NBPA concerning the status of their collective 
bargaining negotiations.  It is evident that the ongoing dispute will result in a serious impact, not 
only upon the parties directly involved, but also, of major concern, on interstate commerce—i.e., 
the employers and working men and women who provide services related to the basketball 
games, and, more generally, on the economy of every city in which those games are scheduled to 
be played.” 
 
In these circumstances, the Agency has invited, and the parties have agreed, to convene further 
negotiations under my auspices. The meetings will commence in New York City on Tuesday 
October 18, 2011. 
 
Due the extreme sensitivity of these negotiations, and consistent with the FMCS’s longstanding 
practice, the Agency will refrain from any public comments concerning the future schedule 
and/or the status of those negotiations until further notice.   
 

### 
The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose 
mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, 
with 10 district offices and 67 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to 
industry, government agencies and communities. 
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