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FMCS ASKS LIBERTY LINE AND UNION TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS

NEW YORK, N.Y. –  The mediator handling the Liberty Line/Bee Line contract negotiations with the Transit Workers Union, Local 100, has indicated the union and management will continue negotiations tomorrow.  Commissioner Donatello of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, has been mediating the dispute since the parties consented to mediation on March 30, 2005. 

“Mediation is a voluntary process,” said Ariella Bernstein, Deputy Director of Public Affairs. “Management and the union consented to mediation on March 30, 2005, and since then, Commissioner Donatello has been in touch with the parties on daily basis,” said Bernstein.  When face-to-face meetings are not scheduled, Donatello remains in constant telephonic contact with both sides.  

On Commissioner Donatello’s encouragement, the parties have agreed to return to the bargaining tomorrow.  Donatello appreciated the willingness of both sides to return to the table to resume bargaining and commends their continuous hard work on some very difficult issues.   

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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