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Negotiations to Resume in Southern California
 Grocery Strike and Lockout
WASHINGTON, DC– Peter J. Hurtgen, the Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), will mediate a resumption of negotiations Wednesday (February 11) in the Southern California grocery strike and lockout.  
Hurtgen has been in continuing contact with representatives of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) and the supermarket chains—Ralphs Grocery Company; Vons Company Inc.; and Albertsons, Inc.—since mediated negotiations were recessed after a bargaining session on December 19.   
“Based on my discussions with the parties, I believe we’ve reached a point where there is some potential for progress on the key issues,” he said. Hurtgen said that he appreciated the willingness of both sides to return to the table to resume good-faith bargaining.  “I’m hopeful that with this next round of talks that we can move the process forward,” he said.    
The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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