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FMCS Director Recesses SBC-CWA Negotiations until April 13
WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Director Peter J. Hurtgen said today that representatives of the Communications Workers of America (CWA) and SBC Communications Inc. have agreed to a recess in negotiations until April 13 to give the parties time to review matters that are under discussion. 
SBC and CWA representatives are conducting their negotiations on national issues in Washington DC under the auspices of FMCS on contracts covering more than 100,000 SBC workers in the company’s West, Mid-west, Southwest and East regions. 
The FMCS Director, who is personally involved in mediating the bargaining, said he wanted to give the parties time to fully examine proposals and options that are currently before them. “These are complex issues that the parties must consider, and they require some time to study the options that are on the table before them,” Hurtgen said.  The Director said he and other FMCS mediators would continue individual discussions with the parties during the recess period and that bargaining would resume April 13.
The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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