
[image: image1.jpg]


    
Wednesday, May 5, 2004



Contact:  John Arnold, Director

For Immediate Release



Office of Public Affairs

Web site:  www.fmcs.gov



Phone:  (202) 606-8100

SBC-CWA Negotiations to Intensify at FMCS Request
WASHINGTON, DC–U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Director Peter J. Hurtgen, who is personally mediating national negotiations between the Communications Workers of America (CWA) and SBC Communications Inc., said today he is asking both sides to intensify their efforts to reach agreement on contracts affecting more than 100,000 SBC employees in the company’s West, Mid-west, Southwest and East regions.
National negotiations between company and union bargaining teams resumed at FMCS headquarters in Washington on Tuesday.

The FMCS Director said, “With so much at stake for the company and union members, I have asked the parties to do whatever is necessary to close the gap that separates them on several key issues.”  He added he would not rule out “round the clock” negotiations. “I have told both sides that people are counting on us to get these contracts to the finish line, and we must do whatever it takes to accomplish that,” he said.

He praised both negotiating teams for their hard work but said that in coming days, “We will be working even harder.”

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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