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Notices to Mediation (Form F-7) Can Be Filed Online
With the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service
WASHINGTON, DC -- The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) has issued a reminder to labor unions and employers that they can file Notices to Mediation (Form F-7) electronically with the agency. 
FMCS Arbitration Services Director Vella M. Traynham said the online service allows filers to enter their information by accessing the FMCS Web site at www.fmcs.gov.  Online filing provides a filer with an immediate, electronic confirmation with a tracking number to verify that the Notice was received by the agency. Filers can also print a copy of the notice for their records, she said.

“This service provides the parties with quick and efficient service and alleviates the need for confirmation of receipt of Notices by FMCS, Traynham said.  The online filing will insure that Notices to Mediation are distributed more quickly to the agency’s 200 mediators who assist parties in the negotiation of labor contracts. 
Under the National Labor Relations Act, employers or the representative of the employees who are covered by a collective bargaining agreement must provide written notice to the other party 60 days prior to the expiration date of a proposed termination or modification of a collective bargaining agreement.  In the health industry, the notice requirement is for 90 days prior to the expiration or modification date. The Act also calls for a notice (Form F-7) to be provided to the FMCS. 

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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