[image: image1.jpg]


    

Thursday, September 9, 2004


Contact:  John Arnold, Director

For Immediate Release



Office of Public Affairs

Web site:  www.fmcs.gov



Phone:  (202) 606-8100

Denver Grocery Talks to Continue at FMCS Request

WASHINGTON, DC – Negotiators representing supermarkets and members of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 7 in the Denver CO area have agreed to the terms and conditions of a request from the U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) to extend their current labor negotiations. The agreement is subject to a vote of the members of Local 7 and the approval of the three supermarket chains. Members of Local 7 will vote on the request during meetings on Friday and Saturday in Colorado Springs and Denver. The affected employers will consider the request during the same time period. If approved by all parties, talks on new labor agreements will be extended past the expiration of the current union contracts at midnight Saturday.

FMCS Western Regional Director Scot Beckenbaugh, who is personally mediating coordinated negotiations between representatives of UFCW and Albertsons, King Soopers, and Safeway supermarkets in the Denver area, said both sides agreed to the terms of the extension request   Thursday afternoon. The terms and conditions will be revealed to all interested parties upon official acceptance of the request to extend their talks past the contract expiration and to observe a “cooling off” period next week, during which no talks will be scheduled, Beckenbaugh said.

“This is a request from the FMCS, not from any of the parties,” Beckenbaugh said. “Our goal is to help the parties reach a mutually acceptable agreement. I want to commend the parties for their willingness to stay with the process of mediation and  to continue at the bargaining table.”    

Beckenbaugh said the parties will exchange benefits cost information next week “so that they understand more clearly where they disagree.”  The parties have agreed to resume face-to-face discussions after next week’s exchange of information. Under Thursday’s request to talk beyond the contracts’ expiration dates, the parties agreed to a timetable by which they can terminate or further extend the talks, if necessary.

The U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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