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FMCS GETS COLORADO GROCERS AND UNION BACK TO THE TABLE

WASHINGTON, D.C. -  The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) announced today that the Denver CO grocery stores and the United Food and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW)  have agreed to return to the negotiating table on Friday, December 3, 2004.  The contract, covering more than 17,000 workers, originally expired in early September 2004, and was extended until November 3, 2004. 

FMCS Western Regional Director Scot Beckenbaugh, has been personally mediating for the last two months. 

“I am very pleased that the parties are willing to return to the table under FMCS auspices,” said Beckenbaugh.  Beckenbaugh indicated that the parties have not been asked to change their bargaining proposals as a precondition to this meeting.  “The parties have agreed to meet at the request of FMCS. It is important to ensure that all options for settlement have been considered,” said Beckenbaugh. 

Last week, after the UFCW international union halted a vote on the employers’ final offer, the union indicated it was willing to return to the table and requested FMCS assistance.   Over the last week, Beckenbaugh talked with the representative for Safeway, Albertsons, Kroger, and when a meeting was agreed to, the December 3rd  date was arranged by agreement of all parties. 

The U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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