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Mediator Requests That Cincinnati Grocery Talks Resume
WASHINGTON, DC – The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) has requested that representatives for the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 1099 and the Kroger Co. resume their negotiations today at 1 p.m. 
FMCS Commissioner Earl Leonhardt said both sides have agreed to his request to continue their talks in the aftermath of Wednesday’s union vote against a proposed contract affecting approximately 8,500 workers in the Cincinnati tri-state area. 
“I believe these issues can be worked out,” Leonhardt said. “I’m willing to do whatever it takes to help the parties reach an agreement that’s acceptable to both sides,” he said. “The fact that both sides have agreed to come back to the table is a positive sign.”  
The U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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