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FMCS Director to Meet with Chinese Leaders on Labor Relations 
WASHINGTON, DC – Peter J. Hurtgen, Director of the U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), will discuss labor relations and the U.S. experience with collective bargaining and mediation with Chinese government labor officials, academics and representatives of both workers and management in Beijing and Shanghai during a visit November 14-24.
Hurtgen is taking part in an initiative by the Bush Administration to support core labor standards around the world. His visit is intended to focus attention on the value and benefits of collective bargaining with free trade unions and to highlight U.S. alternative dispute resolution techniques as practical ways to address worker concerns and prevent labor strife.  
In meetings with Chinese leaders, Hurtgen will discuss the importance of sound labor relations in the face of intense global competition and the great impact of technological change on the workplace.  The FMCS Director also will discuss the role and function of the FMCS in the U.S. economy, particularly: (1) the voluntary process by which FMCS mediators become involved in disputes; (2) various mediation techniques; and (3) services that FMCS mediators provide to labor and management in the area of dispute resolution and prevention.

While in Beijing, Hurtgen is tentatively scheduled to meet with officials of the Ministry of Labor and Social Security, visit with Chinese and American business and labor leaders, representatives of the Chinese national and international news media, the Beijing legal community and address the International Seminar on Labor Dispute Settlement at Beijing University Law School. 

In Shanghai, the FMCS Director is tentatively scheduled to meet with representatives of the Shanghai Labor and Social Security Bureau, U.S. business leaders, and Sun Chao, Xuhui District Mayor, a former visiting scholar at Georgetown University.  Hurtgen also will tour a General Motors facility in Shanghai and visit with academic leaders at East China University of Politics and Law and Shanghai Normal University.  
The U.S. Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with 10 district offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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