
[image: image1.jpg]


    
Monday, November 24, 2003


Contact:  John Arnold, Director

For Immediate Release



Office of Public Affairs

Web site:  www.fmcs.gov



Phone:  (202) 606-8100

FMCS Director Recesses Negotiations  

In Southern California Grocery Strike and Lockout 
WASHINGTON, DC– Peter J. Hurtgen, the Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), recessed negotiations Monday in the Southern California grocery strike and lockout after what he called two days of “useful” weekend talks.  

Hurtgen said, “It’s necessary again to give the parties time away from the table at this critical juncture.” The FMCS Director reported progress during two long bargaining sessions over the weekend in the area of wages and pensions. He said that further talks will be resumed when he determines that it’s appropriate to bring the parties back to the table.  

Hurtgen said he would continue to remain in contact with representatives of the United Food and Commercial Workers and the supermarket chains—Ralph’s Grocery Company; Vons Company Inc., a Safeway Company; and Albertsons, Inc. But the FMCS Director said he would not immediately set a timetable for the resumption of negotiations. 

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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