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Negotiations in Southern California Grocery Strike and Lockout
To Resume Friday
WASHINGTON, DC– Peter J. Hurtgen, the Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), will mediate a resumption of negotiations Friday (December 19) in the Southern California grocery strike and lockout after both sides agreed to his request to return to the bargaining table. 
Hurtgen asked representatives of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) and the supermarket chains—Ralph’s Grocery Company; Vons Company Inc., a Safeway Company; and Albertsons, Inc.—to resume face-to-face negotiations following a recess that began December 8. The parties were last at the bargaining table on December 7.  
“Our goal in the mediation process is to build understanding and to move the parties toward an agreement,” the FMCS Director said. “In this case, we are dealing with particularly difficult issues.”     
The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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