
[image: image1.jpg]


    
Monday, December 8, 2003



Contact:  John Arnold, Director

For Immediate Release



Office of Public Affairs

Web site:  www.fmcs.gov



Phone:  (202) 606-8100

Southern California Supermarket Negotiations Recessed
WASHINGTON, DC – Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Director Peter J. Hurtgen, who is mediating negotiations in the Southern California grocery strike and lockout, has recessed the current round of talks, which resumed December 2. The FMCS Director said that the issues between representatives of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) and the supermarket chains--Ralph’s Grocery Company; Vons Company Inc., a Safeway Company; and Albertsons, Inc. --remain difficult. 

The FMCS Director said he will maintain frequent contact with the parties during the recess period and will request that negotiations resume "when it is appropriate." The FMCS Director said, "We’ve reached a point where I believe a recess will help the process. I will ask the parties to return to the table when I determine that it might be fruitful to resume face-to-face discussions."

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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