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Settlement Proposed to End St. Louis Area Grocery Strike

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A settlement has been proposed to end the St. Louis area grocery strike and lockout that began Oct. 7 and affected 97 stores in the metropolitan area, according to the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), which has mediated negotiations between the parties. 

The proposed 47-month contract covers approximately 10,000 workers represented by United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 655 and members of the Greater St. Louis Food Employers’ Council, which includes Shop’n Save Warehouse Foods Inc., Schnucks Markets Inc. and Dierbergs Markets Inc. The proposed settlement must be ratified by union members before it can take effect. 

A federal mediator had requested October 23 that union and management representatives return to the bargaining table while refraining from further comments to the news media. Confidential discussions that ensued were successful in bringing about the proposed settlement, said John Tucker, area Director of Mediation Services for the FMCS in St. Louis. He praised the work of Federal Mediator Roger Hendrix who got both sides back to the bargaining table. “He did an outstanding job in a difficult situation,” Tucker said.

In Washington, FMCS Director Peter J. Hurtgen commended both sides for resuming their negotiations. “I think everyone involved recognizes how vital it is for the St. Louis area to reach agreement,” he said. “These were difficult negotiations and both sides deserve credit for acting in good faith and addressing the issues in a responsible way.”   

 The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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