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Federal Mediation Chief Commends Both Sides
In Settlement of Tri-State Grocery Work Stoppage,
Praises Work of Mediators

WASHINGTON, DC  -- Peter J. Hurtgen, Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), the agency responsible for mediating many of the nation’s most difficult labor negotiations, commended both labor and management negotiators today for the settlement ending a nearly two-month work stoppage affecting 3,300 employees in 44 stores in West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. 

The United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 400, which represents the employees, voted Thursday to ratify the new contract with The Kroger Co., which operates the stores. 
The FMCS Director applauded labor and management negotiators for “their good faith and hard work in dealing with a set of very difficult issues” and “for their willingness to make hard choices” in reaching an agreement. “I commend the negotiators on both sides for their professionalism and their dedication in getting this difficult process to the finish line,” Hurtgen said. “Both sides worked in good faith with our federal mediators to end the stalemate.”
The agency director also praised the work of federal mediators Clifford Crum and Louis Manchise, who also is FMCS Director of Mediation Services in Cincinnati. They persuaded the parties to return to the bargaining table earlier this week to achieve the agreement that was ratified Thursday.  “This was an outstanding effort by the mediators,” he said. 

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent U.S. government agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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