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Mediator Requests UFCW and Hormel 
Refrain from Comments 
to News Media
WASHINGTON, DC Sept. 10 -- The FMCS Regional Director responsible for monitoring negotiations between the United Food and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW) and Hormel Foods Corporation, affecting approximately 3,000 workers in plants in Iowa, Georgia, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, has requested that both sides refrain from commenting to the news media about the status of the talks.

“In order to provide the best opportunity for success, we have requested that all parties refrain from commenting until the conclusion of the mediation sessions,” said Scot Beckenbaugh, Upper Midwestern Regional Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS). 

Beckenbaugh complimented the parties on their willingness to meet with FMCS Commissioner Jeanne Frank in Minneapolis beginning on September 24. 

The talks affect workers at Hormel plants in Austin, MN; Beloit, WI; Fremont, NE; Atlanta, GA; and Algona, IA.

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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