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Federal Arbitration Panel Fees to Rise on April 7

No Change in Cost for Online Requests, FMCS Announces

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service will increase the fee charged to the public to provide the names and contact information of its registered professional arbitrators, FMCS Arbitration Services Director Vella M.Traynham has announced. 

The new fee, which will go into effect on April 7, will be $50 for each panel of arbitrators provided. The increase will apply only to arbitration panel request forms received by mail or fax, Traynham said. Requests submitted through the agency website – www.fmcs.gov -- will be fulfilled for $30.

“This is the first fee increase for this service since 1997,” said Traynham. “It’s a response to customer demand for us to customize the panels we send them, in order to meet special requirements outlined in many labor agreements.”


“Providing the labor-management community with access to experienced, professional arbitrators,” said FMCS Director Peter Hurtgen, “is one way we work to achieve our mission of industrial peace and conflict resolution. Promoting use of our services through the Internet helps us meet the President’s mandate to improve citizen access and ease of use through technology, and our new fee structure is designed to do that.”


The FMCS Arbitration Office provides to requesting parties panels of arbitrators experienced in dealing with labor matters, and maintains a roster of arbitrators qualified to hear and decide labor questions in labor-management disputes. The agency also appoints individual arbitrators, if requested to do so by both parties in a dispute.


The fee for supplying arbitrator biographies will rise to $25, plus 25 cents per page, and the fee for making a direct appointment of an arbitrator, if requested by both parties, will remain at $20, said Traynham.

 “In fact,” the FMCS Director of Arbitration Services said, “FMCS will continue to accept the current fees until May 5.  This will allow the labor and management community time to adjust to the new fees and become familiar with the online system to request panels of arbitrators.”

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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