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Federal Mediation Chief Commends Both Sides 

in Chicago-Area Refuse Handling Agreement, 

Praises Work of Mediator
WASHINGTON, DC  -- Peter J. Hurtgen, Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, the agency responsible for mediating many of the nation’s most difficult labor negotiations, today commended both labor and management negotiators in the Chicago-area refuse haulers contract talks “for their willingness to make hard choices” in reaching an agreement to end a disruptive, nine-day, five-county strike.

The agency director also singled out veteran FMCS Mediator Jim Schepker for special praise. Schepker, a mediator with more than 28 years of experience in dispute resolution with FMCS, led a marathon 20-hour bargaining session that culminated in a tentative agreement to end the strike. 

“This was an outstanding effort by Jim Schepker. In a situation that was getting more desperate with each passing day, all the parties stepped forward and did what had to be done,” Hurtgen said. “Both sides worked in good faith with our federal mediator to end the stalemate.” 

In commending labor and management negotiators for remaining at the bargaining table until an agreement was achieved, Hurtgen said, “These were difficult, hard-fought negotiations, and the parties deserve our thanks for their willingness to make the hard choices that had to be made. This was a very challenging situation for all concerned, and I commend the negotiators on both sides for their professionalism and their dedication in getting this difficult process to the finish line.” 

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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