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FMCS Director Will Mediate Negotiations  

In Southern California Grocery Strike and Lockout; 
Talks to Resume Monday
WASHINGTON, DC– Peter J. Hurtgen, the Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS), will lead a resumption of negotiations Monday in the Southern California grocery strike and lockout after both sides agreed to his request to return to the bargaining table under FMCS auspices and to refrain from further comments to the media about the status of talks. 
Hurtgen said he asked representatives of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) and the supermarket chains —Ralph's Grocery Company; Vons Company Inc., a Safeway Company; and Albertsons Inc.—to refrain from providing details of the talks to the news media.

The FMCS Director said that maintaining the confidentiality of the bargaining process is important to the prospects for success. "The issues surrounding these negotiations are complex. We feel it is imperative that the parties are allowed to focus on what's said at the bargaining table, not responding to news reports. For this reason we have asked the parties not to disclose the dates and locations of negotiations,” Hurtgen said. "If we are to be successful, it is absolutely essential to protect the confidentiality and integrity of the process."

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, created in 1947, is an independent agency whose mission is to preserve and promote labor-management peace and cooperation. Headquartered in Washington, DC, with five regional offices and more than 70 field offices, the agency provides mediation and conflict resolution services to industry, government agencies and communities.
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